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In a letter to the City of Damascus dated 
August 26th, the Secretary of State’s office 
amended a previous opinion regarding the 
use of Damascus City staff, its City news-
letter, and any citizen tax dollars, for any 
political activity.

This action came after the SOS’s office 
received numerous complaints from 
Damascus citizens regarding the use of the 
taxpayer funded City News by Mayor Steve 

Spinnett, and Councilors Jim DeYoung, Mel 
O’Brien, and Bill Wehr, to argue against the 
citizen initiative that will be on the Novem-
ber ballot, asking whether the city should 
disincorporate.  This after being warned 
by city attorney’s as far back as March and 
again in May, that the statutes as currently 
written were ambiguous regarding disin-
corporation initiatives due to the lack of 
specific language.  At that time, the City 
Attorney warned Mayor Steve Spinnett that 
he was playing games with words, and that 
a decision such as this might very well come 
from the SOS’s office.

The original opinion of the Secretary 
of State’s office was somewhat unclear 
because the statutes covering disincorpora-
tion elections do not define a disincorpora-
tion petition as an initiative, referendum, 
or a recall petition.  Those three petition 
types are the only ones mentioned in the 
statutes governing use of public funds.     
However, once the petition was certified 
for the November ballot, and a measure title 
and number were given, the SOS’s office 

recognized that it was now a measure to 
go before the voters, and thus fell under the 
statute ORS 260.432.

The letter states:  In reviewing cases with 
staff in the course of assuming this position, 
the issue of city employees engaging in 
political activity during work hours regard-
ing the disincorporation of the city came 
to my attention.  After conferring with the 
Department of Justice, I must inform you 
that the advice you received from this office 
on the application of ORS 260.432 is in error.  
This letter supersedes any advice you have 
previously received from this office.  ORS 
260.432(2) provides: No public employee 
shall solicit any money, influence, service 
or other thing of value or otherwise pro-
mote or oppose any political committee 
or promote or oppose the nomination or 
election of a candidate, the gathering of 
signatures on an initiative, referendum or 
recall petition, the adoption of a measure 

or the recall of a public office holder while 
on the job during work hours. 

The Celebration in Boring had its 10th 
birthday on Sunday, September 8 and it was 
quite a party!  The weather was picture-per-
fect, the Prankster Big Band and Joe Shinkle 
and 99 West entertained the crowd as the 
Boring Station Trailhead Park Committee 
raised funds for new playground equipment.

As always, the Boring community (and 
beyond) came out to support the Com-

mittee’s latest effort to improve the Boring 
Station Trailhead Park.  The Celebration was 
the first fundraising event planned to reach 
the goal of $30,000 for a new play structure.  
Engraved pavers, hats and T-shirts are ongo-
ing fundraising projects, and donations are 
always appreciated.   

The alluring smells of charcoal, grilled corn 
and sno-cones wafted through the crowd.  
Pub 212 sponsored the main course, and 
donated all of the food.  Gary and Becky 

Powell and their crew grilled over 400 burg-
ers!  Hollyview Church grilled sweet corn in 
the husk and offered Child ID kits, while St. 
Paul Church scooped sno-cones in a rainbow 
of colors.  

96 antique, classic, and collector cars and 
trucks filled the playground for the annual 
Car Show.  An event started by the Boring 
Grange several years ago, it has become a 
successful event under the leadership of 
Chris Olson, with the assistance of Gary 
Parham, and David Jothen.  24 awards were 
given out, with Mary Olson’s hot pink 1972 
VW Bug taking home the Fire Chiefs Choice, 
and James and Garie Zordich’s 1911 Buick 
Model 21 Touring taking the Best in Show.

Sponsored game and activity booths kept 
everyone busy and happy.  Some examples 
were Cunningham Construction’s Mini Track 
hoe, Mountain View Realty’s Dunk Tank, 
Nutz and Boltz Theater’s Costume Photo 
Booth and Good Shepherd Church’s Bounce 
Houses.  Also popular were pony rides, the 
beautiful Percheron horse and carriage rides 
and face painting from the talented Lotta 
the Clown.  And Dolly the goat did what 
she does best—eat and poop at the Boring 
Grange Goat Poop Bingo.

What would a festival be without shop-
ping?  Vendors included home shopping 
businesses, Damsels in Defense and Wine 

Shop At Home (find more informa-
tion about them on line), handmade 
beads from My Mentionables, and 
handmade pet treats from Pawsitive 
Pastries.  Local store and studio Linal 
Art Stained Glass showed off their 
beautiful creations as well.

If you’d rather win your loot 
than buy it, the silent auction had 
donations from Terra Casa, Creative 
Visions Landscaping, Cunningham 
Construction and many more.  Win-
ners didn’t need to be present to 
win one of a dozen baskets in the 
festival raffle and five more at the 
Car Show donated by Providence 
Hospitals, Schedeen’s Farm, Great 
Esspressions Coffee, Taqueria El 
Jaliscience and many more local 
businesses.  

If you were more interested in bragging 
rights, the free water balloon or egg toss 
was the place to be. The Schwer’s took home 
bragging rights in the water balloon toss, 
defeating the O’Dell’s handily.  Even the fire-
fighters got in on the field games with their 
Water Ball Contest, with a trophy going to 
the victorious team.

  
The festival doesn’t just include business-

es but also many organizations doing great 
things in our community.  Guide Dogs for the 

Blind and the Sandy Historical Society were 
well-represented by caring, friendly volun-
teers. Guide Dogs are a leading nationally-
recognized facility that graduates 95-130 
service dogs each year.  These dogs become 
life-changing companions for blind clients 
making their lives safer, richer and more 
independent.  

The Sandy Historical Society has been 
exhibiting and retelling the greater-Sandy 
area’s story since 1926. The Sandy Museum 
displays collections on loan or donated by 
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SNACK WHILE YOU 
SHOP!

cfD Hosts 2nd annual 
rummage sale
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secretary of state protects citizens tax Dollars

Enjoy a cup of coffee while rummaging 
through an amazing assortment of fur-
niture, small appliances, tools, exercise 
equipment, books, pet items, kitchenware, 
home décor, knickknacks, children’s cloth-
ing and games, Christmas decorations, and 
more! They are all available at the second 
annual sale sponsored by the non-profit 
The Committee for the Future of Damascus 

anytHing but a boring celebration!
CONtrIbUtEd bY JOYCE SCHWEr

continued on page 2
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local families on the logging industry, the 
Barlow Trail, the school system, blacksmith-
ing and the Clackamas County Bank which 
is the oldest continuously operating com-
munity bank in Oregon.

Though he doesn’t have a museum, 
Dennis Leischner has been collecting and 
refurbishing Old Hit and Miss Gas Engines 
and Tractors and hand-crank machines for 
decades, so he probably has enough to fill 
one.  His corn sheller, feed grinder, butter 
churn, vegetable chopper and water pump 
fascinated kids, even without a touch screen.

The Safety Fair exhibits were interesting, 
hands-on and educational all at the same 
time.  The Fire Prevention Trailer, Child Safety 
Seat Resource Center and Oregon Impact 
drunk goggles and crushed car exhibit were 
effective and necessary reminders of ways to 
prevent tragedies that happen on our roads 
every day.      

Though it’s easy to see that the Celebra-
tion is anything but boring, even everyday 
life in Boring isn’t boring.  The Boring CPO 

has been working diligently to get official 
recognition of Boring/Dull Day and their 
efforts were rewarded on April 11, 2013 
when Gov. John Kitzhaber signed the bill. 
Apparently, being dull and boring loves 
company because Bland, Australia wants to 
get in on the action (or lack of action?) and 
the CPO is contemplating options for their 
participation.

Great things can happen through col-
laboration—case in point is the Boring Sta-
tion Trailhead Park and Cazadero Trail.  The 
FBSTP Committee, Clackamas County, City 
of Portland, Metro, Oregon State Parks and 2 
Eagle Scouts have worked together for over 
10 years to realize the vision of community 
members.  In the works is the paving of the 
Springwater Corridor from Boring to the 
County line, Park playground improvements 
and extending the Cazadero Trail.

A special thank you goes out to the major 
contributors to the Celebration--Vanport 
Manufacturing, Marx Brothers, Janz Ber-
ryland, Good Shepherd Church, Pub 212, 

Mountain View Golf Course and Clackamas 
County Bank.   

Another special thank you to Ed Teachout 
and Mark Sutton.  Ed has emceed the event 
every year, and Mark has provided high qual-
ity sound for the live bands and background 
music on their breaks.  

The planning for the Celebration 
started months ago.   Those not 
involved in the myriad of meetings 
might wonder why people would 
volunteer what little free time they 
have to spend long days organizing 
a thousand big issues and tiny details 
and it comes down to a simple yet 

profound idea paraphrased from Sara O’Dell:  
“building community.”  

When regular community members have 
the vision of setting aside an area to build a 
community space that everyone can enjoy 
and, more importantly, spend the time to 
make it happen, communities end up with 
spaces like the Portland Park Blocks or Riv-
erfront, the Springwater Corridor, the Boring 
Station Trailhead Park or the Cazadero Trail.  
Places that current and, just as imperatively, 
future community members can utilize to 

come together, or enjoy some solitude.  

So take a moment when you’re in one of 
these places and remember that regular, 
dedicated people made it happen.  Maybe 
just say a quiet thank you, or even consider 
becoming one of them yourself.  

community news
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The Damascus City Council interviewed 
four applicants for the vacant seat created 
by the resignation of Mary Wescott, but 
abruptly decided to not move forward with 
any of them.

The four brave souls who were actually 
willing to take on the position were; David 
Hadley, a retired sheriff’s deputy; Mike Ham-
monds, a citizen activist and local Realtor; 
Sterling Hayes, a student of Warner Pacific 
College; and Dan Tomlinson, current Chair-
person of the city Finance and Budget Com-
mittees.  

Each candidate was interviewed with 
the others out of chambers, with a series 
of boiler plate questions.  The council then 
asked questions off script, which primarily 
seemed to deal with issues that have been 
the most contentious with the current Coun-
cil.  These questions were primarily concern-
ing private property rights, natural features 

preservation, and disincorporation.  To this 
reporter, it appeared that the candidates 
were being judged solely on their alignment 
with the division on the Council, and we 
wonder whether or not any of the Councilors 
could have adequately answered the ques-
tions.  Mayor Spinnett, and Councilor Jim 
DeYoung, were very pointed in regards the 
disincorporation issue, with most of their 
questions trying to draw out where each 
applicant stood.  Mike Hammonds stated 
later, “The Mayor probably felt that we 
wouldn’t blindly follow him, and that’s why 
he didn’t move any of us forward.”

Hammons also shared that he had been in 
contact with the Attorney General’s office to 
find out if the citizens had any recourse with 
the Council just pushing this important task 
aside.  “You have four candidates, for one 
position, and you don’t even go through 
a nominating process.  The whole process 

was bizarre.  How can they move forward on 
anything without a full Council?”

Council has now said that they will not 
revisit filling the seat until after the Novem-
ber election.  One has to wonder after this 
process, and the treatment received by this 
group of applicants, whether anyone will 
have any interest in going through what 
these four gentlemen went through. Given 
the disincorporation measure on the ballot, 
there may not be a Council needed after 
the November vote.  In addition, the Mayor 
cancelled the City Council meeting sched-
uled for September 3rd, due to a “lack of 
business”.  Citizens commented on an online 
blog, that they found this disturbing as there 
are open committee seats, an open Council 
seat to fill, as well as the need to decide what 
to do in regards to the Comprehensive Plan.  

Most people would likely think that there 
is a lot of business to do.  

council seat still vacant

The State will not penalize the City of 
Damascus or its staff, but warned that they 
could be subjected to sanctions and penal-
ties if they engage in any of these activities 
after receipt of the letter.

Spokesperson for the disincorporation 
effort Chris Hawes stated, “The Citizens 
Committee for Disincorporation is pleased 
by the revised ruling on the public use of 
funds for campaigning against disincorpo-
ration.”  “The statutes are confused when it 

comes to different types of petitions, which 
is what opened the loophole before we 
were certified as a measure,” Hawes stated, 
“the statute makes no distinction of how a 
measure got to be a measure, it just says 
you can’t use public resources to advocate 
for or against it. It seems pretty clear to us.”

In a move that surprised no one, Mayor 
Spinnett, when faced with a rule or law that 
he personally does not agree with, made 
a motion at the August 29th Council work 

session to have the city attorney craft a 
letter to the SOS challenging the ruling.   
Councillor’s Randy Shannon and Andrew 
Jackman argued that this was once again 
using the taxpayer’s money to campaign 
against them, but the motion ultimately 
passed 4-2.  It appears that the State Statute 
is very clear, and the Sunrise Times is not 
sure what this action will accomplish other 
than be another example of wasting tax 
payer dollars, and a path to litigation that the 
city would more than likely lose.

continued on from page 1

continued on from page 1

Anything but a Boring Celebration!

Secretary of State Protects Citizens Tax Dollars
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Gresham-Barlow School District holds 
informational meetings on school bond 
proposal

School bond package would renovate 
schools, upgrade technology, improve 
security, 

and add classroom space

The Gresham-Barlow School District is 
holding two informational meetings on 
the school bond measure up for vote 
on November 5. The first informational 
meeting takes place Wednesday, 
September 18, at 7 p.m. at Sam Barlow 
High School. The second meeting 
takes place at Gresham High School on 
Tuesday, September 24, at 7 p.m.

Both meetings will follow the same 
format and provide the same 
information.

The proposed school bond would cost 
$210 million and would improve safety 
and technology, update instructional 
materials, and renovate or expand 
existing schools.

Every school building in the district 
would be impacted by the school bond. 
The bond would fund improvements to 
classroom lock systems and security 
cameras, the construction of additional 
classroom space to replace detached 
portable classrooms at the elementary 
level, and seismic upgrades. It would 
fund the redesign of school entrances 
to prevent visitors from entering schools 
without checking in at the office.
 
The school bond would allow the 
district to replace roofs and upgrade 
electrical and plumbing systems. 
The plan also includes updating the 
district’s technology infrastructure and 
technology used by students and staff. 
 
School improvements in the package 
would also allow the district to update 
its career technical education program, 
as well as its science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
classes that help prepare students 
for the jobs of today and tomorrow. 
The package also includes upgrading 
textbooks and providing additional 
classroom space for increased 
enrollment.

If approved, property tax rates for 
the school district’s bond debt would 
increase by $1.56 per $1,000 assessed 
value. Property taxes would increase 
by about $22 a month for a home with a 
median assessed value of $167,350. As 
the community grows, payments would 
be spread among new residents.

Childcare as well as Spanish and 
Russian interpretation will be available. 
Individuals who want to attend can 
register online for the meeting at www.
gresham.k12.or.us or by calling Joy 
Helfrich at 503-261-4558. Information 
about the school bond proposal is 
available on the district’s website.

Athena Vadnais, APR
Community Relations Director 
www.gresham.k12.or.us 
  
Gresham-Barlow School District
1331 NW Eastman Parkway
Gresham, OR   97030

NEW Phone number: 503-261-4557

The Gresham-Barlow School District:
Every Student Prepared for Success

community news

 To Metro or Not to Metro
 
September 3rd, the Boring CPO held a largely attended meeting at the Boring Fire Station Annex to discuss whether Boring should attempt to 
have them removed from Metro’s jurisdiction.

Steve Bates, the Boring CPO Chairperson opened the meeting with an update of the current status regarding just how much of Boring is 
currently affected.  Roughly one half of Boring is within the Metro boundary and pay its various Bonds.  Discussion moved to whether or not 
there was a benefit to Boring, in contributing to these Bonds, and if there would be an negative effect in withdrawing.  

The decision before the group as Bates put it, “was to do nothing, request that the other half be annexed into Metro, or we ask to withdraw 
from Metro altogether.”

Bates then shared a 13 page letter that he had composed, and the group assisted with wordsmithing, to create a document that they could 
feel comfortable forwarding to Metro.  The group then voted unanimously to send the letter forward.

Discussion took place regarding the benefits, or lack thereof, of being involved with Metro.  One resident asked if Metro had truly done 
anything for Boring in the last couple of years.  Metro Councilor Shirley Craddick answered that “we’re all part of a region, and we work 
together on regional issues.”  She also shared that she felt that inclusion in the Urban Growth Boundary, helps Boring keep its rural character.

The next step appears to be an Oct.1st meeting in Boring, where representatives of Boring and Metro will continue the discussion.  Clackamas 
County has been invited to participate in November, at a meeting in which the citizens will decide if they desire to have a formal vote in 
December to petition Metro to be removed from their boundary.  The location of these meetings is still being discussed due to the limited 
space at the Boring Fire Station.  The Boring Grange is being discussed as a possible location.  
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Make a difference: Help a child grow 
their reading skills

Do you or someone you know want to 
become more involved with your neigh-
borhood school? The Gresham-Barlow 
School District’s Oasis Volunteer Pro-
gram is looking for parents, grandparents, 
neighbors and friends of our schools to 
work with young children who are strug-
gling to learn to read.

As an Oasis volunteer you will spend one 
hour a week, during the school day, work-
ing one-on-one with a child in grades 
1-5 to build reading and language skills, 
self-esteem, and positive attitudes toward 
learning. Oasis provides training, materi-
als, and on-going support from our staff 
at no cost to you.

The training will take place in two three-
hour sessions, for a total of six hours. The 
fall training dates are Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25 from 9 am-12 pm and Friday, 
September 27 from 9 am-12 pm. Tutors 
are encouraged to attend a monthly sup-
port meeting to share experiences with 
other tutors, receive additional training 
and materials.

 No teaching experience is required. The 
role of an Oasis Tutor is that of a friend, 
offering experience, patience, encourage-
ment, caring, and time.

If you, or someone you know would be 
interested in learning more about becom-
ing an Oasis Tutor, please call Marilyn 
at 503-665-3544 or email msshephard@
frontier.com.

community news
BORING IS NOT SO DULL: It’s an 

Economic Engine
By Stephen L. Bates

When driving through Boring on Highway 
212, the driver sees a gas station, a couple 
of taverns and hair salons; some automotive 
repair businesses, two small grocery stores 
and two eateries.  On Highway 26, one sees 
another gas station, a tavern and two more 
eateries.

In addition to the grocery stores, eater-
ies, salons and several automotive repair 
businesses, the local residents are served 
by Mt. Scott Fuel, Boring Bark & Landscape 
Materials and Boring Square Garden Center.

On the surface, the driver would assume 
this was just a small town with nothing more 
than these businesses and some houses.  

It has always been assumed that Boring 
is a small bedroom district for the greater 
Portland area.

Neither of these assumptions is the case.  
There is more to Boring than meets the eye!

Boring has its own economy.  People com-
mute to Boring for business opportunities 
and jobs.

While many business owners live and 
work in Boring, a majority of all businesses 
in the Boring area are owned by persons 
who live elsewhere.  In addition, it is now 
estimated that forty percent of the work-
force in Boring does not live in Boring.

The Boring area is considered a Rural 
Center.  While this economy has an agricul-
ture base, it also has a diverse industrial base 
as well.  It is estimated that over twenty five 
percent of the business output of the Boring 
area is purchased by customers out of state.

For almost 100 years, there has been a 
lumber mill in the downtown area.  Van-
port Manufacturing has a kiln works that 
prepares cut lumber for shipment.  McGriff 

Lumber Company runs the local mill, filling 
orders for specialty cut lumber.

Beyond the business core area, there are 
several Nursery Farms such as Hans Nelson & 
Sons Nursery which specializes in Japanese 
Maple Trees.  While many of the local Nurs-
ery Farms ship locally, Hans Nelson & Sons 
ship 90 percent of their product out of state.  
One of the largest Nursery Farm operations 
in the state has its headquarters in Boring; 
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.

At one time, this area was the strawberry 
capital of the west. Today, there are just a 
few berry farms left in Boring.  Oregon Blues 
provides the opportunity to pick your own 
blueberries, while Bithell Foods tends 400 
acres of various berry crops, shipping prod-
uct as far east as Georgia with their own fleet 
of delivery trucks.

Several machine shop businesses call 
Boring home.  B. K. Precision Machining has 
F.A.A. certification and performs specialty 
machining for helicopter parts.   Cascade 
Precision, Inc. employs over thirty people 
providing custom machining and manufac-
turing of parts for Intel and Boeing as well as 
manufacturing its own line of hydraulic cyl-
inders.  There is also Boring Machine Works 
and MB Machine.

Specialty businesses add to the diversity 
of the Boring economy.  Parker Fire Protec-
tion provides design and installation of 
sprinkler systems in Oregon, Washington 
and California.  Show Me Western Designs 
makes specialty clothing for equestrian 
enthusiasts, shipping product as far east as 
Michigan and Pennsylvania.  Oregon Fire 
Equipment Co. brokers the sale of fire truck 
parts to Alaska.  

Project Metrics, Inc. provides construction 
site management for commercial develop-
ment in Oregon, Washington, California and 
Alaska.  Branding, Inc. provides specialty 
advertising products for schools and busi-
nesses as well, shipping product all over the 
United States.  Mt. Hood Polaris sells and ser-
vices ATV’s, Snow Machines and Motorcycles 
with a customer base throughout the Metro 
area and in Washington.

Construction contracting firms can be 
found in Boring; Cipriano & Sons, Clackamas 
Construction, North River Electric Contrac-

tors and Schroeder Electric to name a few. 
There are also professional architects and 
engineers in Boring; Kappertz Design and 
James R. Zachrison, Consulting Engineer.  
Specialty contractors such as All Terrain, Inc. 
provide expertise and equipment for exca-
vation and development of land on severe 
slopes.

Boring has its own brewery.  Boring Brew-
ing Company has several craft beer recipes 
that are brewed right here in Boring.  Boring 
even has its own resident Travel Agency; LT 
Travel.

In all, there are over 300 businesses of 
various size and classification in the Boring 
area.  The Boring Community Planning 
Organization has updated its website (www.
boringcpo.org) to include a Business Direc-
tory for Boring based businesses exclusively.  
Because each business must ask for inclu-
sion, it is not a complete listing of all Boring 
based businesses; however, with over 100 
Boring based businesses participating, it is 
becoming a reference point for one to find 
various products or services in the Boring 
area.

bOrINg IS not as boring as one would 
think.  Boring is not dull.  It is not just two 
golf courses and an opportunity for a pretty 
drive through the country.  

 

AbOUt tHE author:

StEPHEN L. Bates is the founder of Stephen 
L. Bates Enterprises, LLC and Oregon Fire 
Equipment Co., Ltd.

HE CUrrENtLY serves as Chair of the Boring 
Community Planning Organization and 
rEPrESENtAtIvE Of the Boring, Oregon 
Business Coalition.

HE mAY be contacted at:  503-663-6271
Or bY email:  sbates53@aol.com



5The Sunrise Times     September 2013

community voices
 A PROCESS GONE HAYWIRE 
We moved here 33 years ago from nearby. 

The open spaces and the views, provided a 
pleasant contrast to our former Milwaukie 
abode on a city lot. In fact, one of our neigh-
bors followed us here.  Ours was a tranquil 
and pleasant life here for many years under 
County jurisdiction.

Then in late summer, 2004, neighbors 
began distributing lawn signs promoting an 
incorporation measure.  As planner myself, I 
had always supported that concept believ-
ing it to be a better way of delivering public 
services, provided a functional govt. is in 
place. To me, it was straightforward – an 
elected council would hire professional 
staff, appoint commissions and committees, 
and the staff would run city affairs on a daily 
basis – a no brainer, right?   But it proved not 
to be that simple. 

The newly-elected Council met in Janu-
ary, 2005.  Among those present with the 
Council was one of the most competent 
planners to help guide the Comp. Plan 
process – a good omen I thought. There 
also was an interim city manager with 
previous experience. The Council was 
sworn in and, after taking care of some 
procedural matters; proceed to discuss 
the anticipated work on the comp. plan. 
At one point, I asked a question and the 
Planning Consultant began answering. But 
he was interrupted by one of the councilors, 
who were doing most of the talking at that 
time, to provide a response that was totally 
incomprehensible. For me that was a bad 
omen – that here’s a very knowledgeable 
professional who is not being listened to. 
The same consultant finally left not to be 
heard from since.

I continued to go to meetings and, two 
years later, I was appointed to a 23-member 
Community Coordinating Committee (C3). I 
attended some of their meetings too. Pretty 
soon I began sensing flows in the process. 
My attempts to raise warning flags were 
ignored. I talked to the staff, Mayor and 
Council, and occasionally wrote to both. 
When my attempts to influence them in 
a positive way fell on deaf ears, I resigned 
my position on the C3 pointing out that I 
no longer had the desire to serve in a pro-
cess that is destined to fail. And fail it did.  
Such a process usually takes 2-3 years to 
complete. Those years were wasted as mis-
guided efforts struggled aimlessly toward 
an inevitable end. Having taken more than 
eight years, the latest commendable efforts 
have crashed at the shore - a victim of politi-
cal gridlock.

Dysfunction has been a hallmark of 
shame of a govt. that has failed in almost 
everything it attempted to do. At the same 
time , the financial costs to taxpayers, the 
time spent on a fruitless pursuit of a city 
on a hill, plus our maligned reputation as 
community are staggering. 

Therefore, I do not see any justification 
for this govt. to continue to exist in any way, 
shape, or form. It has inflicted its share of 
lasting damage on our beloved community. 
Disincorporation is our best way out of this 
mess. STOP THE WASTE; DISINCORPORATE.

George Samaan, Damascus Resident, 
Retired Land Use Planner, and Petitioner

Editorial: Sunrise Times Editorial 
Board

Coffee with the mayor?

After several months of unex-
plained cancellations, Damascus 
Mayor Steve Spinnett finally held 
a Coffee with the Mayor on Sept. 
3rd.  Unfortunately, afterwards most 
in attendance were left scratching 
their heads wondering if future 
events should be renamed “Coffee 
with the Mayor’s Wife.”

It seemed that each time the 
Mayor could not, or would not, 
answer a question, or clarify a state-
ment, his wife was more than willing 
to chime in and share her opinion 
on the matter.  When reminded that 
it was he that was elected Mayor, 
and not his wife, those in attendance 
received the answer “I’m not going 
to tell her to shut up.”

One of the more interesting 
exchanges came after the Mayor 
proclaimed that he currently had 
enough votes to move the Com-
prehensive Plan forward and onto 
the ballot.  When asked repeatedly, 
why was he not doing that, as he 
had voted twice previously to do 
so, he finally responded, “Because I 
don’t want to.”

The Mayor stated that after the 
last failure to get the Council votes 
needed to move the plan forward, 

someone from the audience (who 
lives outside of Damascus) came to 
him and said that he should put his 
own plan, “the People’s Plan”, on the 
ballot in March.   

This drew a fair amount of ire from 
those in attendance, as several indi-
viduals have served for years on vari-
ous volunteer citizen involvement 
committees.  The Mayor was asked, 
”why is this individual’s opinion, and 
those of the outsiders he is seeking 
counsel, so much more valued than 
the result of millions of tax payer 
dollars, and hundreds of thousands 
of hours of citizen involvement and 
participation?’.  The Mayor deflected 
the question by launching into a dia-
tribe, that it was Councilor Randy 
Shannon’s “shenanigans” that kept 
the plan off of the ballot.  When 
reminded of his earlier remarks, 
where he stated at least four times 
during this short meeting that he 
had enough votes to move forward, 
he then excused himself saying that 
he had a meeting with the City Man-
ager Pro-Tem, Matt Zook.

The “shenanigans” that Councilor 
Shannon was requesting, were in 
regards to identifying and develop-
ing a plan for possible amendments 
to the Charter to allow the plan to 
have a chance at success.  Items that 
are required by the Charter amend-
ments, that the Mayor so vehe-
mently campaigned for.  In response 
to the Mayor’s wife’s attempts to 

provide cover, this writer asked if 
it was not the lack of respect and 
integrity of the Mayor in the eyes of 
his fellow Councilors, that prohib-
ited them from taking his word on 
what he would do in regards to the 
changes needed to the Charter to 
make this plan a reality.  The Mayor’s 
wife stated that “he is honest, and 
does have integrity”.  At which point, 
one of the individuals in attendance 
stated that he had evidence to the 
contrary, and would she like to see it.  
That finally quieted the Mayor’s wife.

One item of note related to these 
events and the Mayor, is that these 
events are scheduled monthly, 
and always run until between 9:30 
and 10:00.  Yet without fail, when 
the Mayor has been put on the hot 
seat, he has conveniently had a 9:00 
meeting scheduled with someone.  
Common sense would tell us, that 
with the knowledge of the normal 
flow and time requirement of these 
opportunities for the citizens to 
speak with, and question the Mayor, 
that he would allow enough time 
each month.  Maybe schedule those 
other “meetings” for 10:00?  Just 
something to ponder when you 
consider that if we remain a city after 
the November vote, we will still have 
the same individuals governing our 
city.
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Car Karma
What Does it Mean If My 
Air Conditioning System 
is Low on Freon Charge?

by Karen Johnston

 
This is the second section of a three part 

article explaining about a vehicle’s air con-
ditioning system, how it works and how 
repairs are generally performed.   If your 
trusted repair facility performs an air con-
ditioning inspection or diagnosis and deter-

mines that your vehicle might be low on 
freon/refrigerant, it is most likely that you 
have developed a leak somewhere in the 
a/c system.  Since freon/refrigerant is in 
a gaseous state when it leaves its sealed 
containment, it can at times be a little 
difficult to find the origin of that leak. 
 
The standard practice is to add a fluores-

cent dye into the air conditioning system 
along with enough freon/refrigerant to 
operate the air conditioning system to 
fully pressurized state and circulate the 
dye throughout the system.  Then a tech-

nician uses a special UV light and glasses to 
inspect all the lines, connections and com-
ponents of the air conditioning system for 
any dye leaking from them.  A pinhole leak 
can be very difficult to identify since it is 
such a slow leak, and it may take a period of 
time for the a/c system to operate before it 
can be identified.  The a/c system may seem 
to have lost it’s cooling efficiency suddenly, 
but that may be because the system pres-
sure has finally lot enough pressure and 
capacity, that the controls of the a/c system 
have shut off the system. 

 
During the diagnosis and leak detection 

portion of an air conditioning system, a 
technician or repair facility may recom-
mend either topping off the system with 
air conditioning freon/refrigerant or to per-
form a complete evacuate and recharge of 
the system when fluorescent dye is added.  
Both of these options can enable the a/c 
system to operate and provide cool air 
again to the cabin of the vehicle for a period 
of time.  But keep in mind neither service 

involves a permanent repair of fix of the air 
conditioning system if it is leaking. 

 
A top-off of you’re a/c system involves 

simply adding some freon/refrigerant into 
the vehicle’s a/c system.  This is a less expen-
sive procedure than a complete evacuation 
and recharge, but a technician has no way 
of determining precisely how much freon/
refrigerant is currently in the a/c system 
and has to rely on his experience to guess 
at how much freon/refrigerant to add to the 
system.  The downside of this procedure is 
that overcharging or operating a system in 
an undercharged state can cause damage to 
the air conditioning compressor.  An evacu-
ation and recharge service includes remov-
ing whatever remaining freon/refrigerant 
is in your vehicle, along with any air and 
moisture into a recycling machine.  Then 
when the system is recharged with freon/
refrigerant the vehicle’s manufacturer.  This 
is again a more expensive procedure but is 
much more accurate. 

 
To properly fix the a/c system for lon-

gevity, all of the components that show 
evidence of leaking need to be repaired or 
replaced.  The System needs any remain-
ing freon/refrigerant evacuated from the 

Located in Historic Downtown Gresham
139 NW 2nd Street, Gresham OR.

We treat your car as if it were our own

503-465-2926

Complete 
Auto Repair And Service For

Foreign And Domestic
Vehicles

 

Complete Auto Repair and Service 
for Foreign & Domestic Vehicles 

 

Includes maintenance, repair and 
installation for: 

Check us out on the web — 

www.AllAboutAutomotive.com  

Located in Historic Downtown 

5034652926 

We Treat Your Car As If It Were Our Own! 
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Brakes 
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installation for: 
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www.AllAboutAutomotive.com  

Located in Historic Downtown 

5034652926 

We Treat Your Car As If It Were Our Own! 

Air Conditioning 

Brakes 
DEQ Repairs 

Diagnostic Tune 

Differential 

Electrical 

Engines 

Exhaust 
Maintenance 

Suspension 

Transmissions 

Tuneups 

139 NW 2nd Street — Gresham, OR 

Check us out on the web -
www.allaboutautomotive.com
Includes maintenance, repair and installation for:

• Air Conditioning • Engines
• Brakes • Exhaust
• DEQ Repairs • Maintenance
• Diagnostic Tune • Suspension
• Differential • Transmissions
• Electrical • Tune-ups

community life

Due to an error in publishing we will be running the series in the proper order in it’s entirety, The Sunrise Times.
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Wayne
since 1956appliance repair

503 658 6631
cell: 503 358 3012

waynega1@earthlink.net gassman appliance.com

We come to you!

“Expert first trip service” all makes and models,
new appliances too.

Gassman

community marketplace
shop local keep our community strong!

David Gleason
P.O.Box 2135
Damascus, OR 97015                         
503.658.8519                       

OR#046740
WA MAFTEWF153Q6

Satya Ambrose LAc, ND
Daniel DeLap DC, DABCO, LAc, ND
503-658-7715

15691 SE Royer Road
Damascus, Oregon 97089
www.starfireclinic.com

Special
2 visits for price of 1

Valid through 10/31/13

Why Buy Locally Owned Business
There are many well-documented benefits
to our communities and to each of us to choose 
local,
independently owned business.  We realize it
is now always possible to buy what you need
locally and so merely ask you to Think Local
FIRST!
(over the next several months we will provide
the Top Ten reasons to Think Local - Buy Local
Be Local)
1. Buy Local - Support Yourself: Several studies 
have shown that when you buy from an indepen-
dent, locally owned business, rather than a nation-
ally owned businesses, significantly more of your 
money is used to make your purchases from other 
local businesses, service providers and farms - 
continuing to strengthen the economic base of the 
community. 
2. Support Community groups: Non-profit orga-
nizations receive an average 250% more support 
from smaller business owners than they do from 
large businesses.
Watch this area for additional reasons to shop and 
support our local businesses.
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community announcements
press release

Garage & Rummage Sale: 
September 21 & 22, 2013

Time: 10am to 4pm each day 
- Sept 21 enjoy Ice Cream, 

Coffee and Candy Thank you 
to Frontier Communications

Location: 18305 Vogel Rd, 
Damascus, 97089

Wedding, Anniversaries and 
Birth Announcements

FREE
IN THE SUNRISE TIMES
Share your wonderful news with

your neighbors and friends!
Do you have a very special announcement or

a very special time to share with your
neighbors and friends?

Contact: Ronda Reihl, Announcement Manager – To 
share your news by the 1st of each month and have it in 
the Monthly Sunrise Times by the Middle of the Month. 

Announcement is Free (picture can be included) 
Limited to 75 words plus optional picture

Email: announcements@sunrisetimes.org
or cptrips@aol.com 

Or Call Phone:
503 658-5646
(please leave a message and

Ronda will contact you as soon as possible).

Community Announcements, 
Notices, Classified Ads

available:
We welcome brief Community Announcements,

Notices and Classified Ad’s.
Please contact: Cindy Passannante, 

Advertising Director
(503) 658-5646 or email:

cptrips@aol.com
Copy is to be submitted by the 25th to be 

included In the next edition.
(Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries,

Obituaries, Help Wanted, For Sale, Etc are welcome)

Please contact: Cindy Passannante, 
Advertising Director
(503) 658-5646 or email:

cptrips@aol.com
Copy is to be submitted by the 25th to be 

included In the next edition.
(Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries,

Obituaries, Help Wanted, For Sale, Etc are welcome)

Community Announcements,
Notices, Classified Ads available:

We welcome brief Community Announcements,
Notices and Classified Ad’s.

Garage Sales

The Arts Matter! – The Center for the Arts 
Foundation is proud and excited to intro-
duce our Third Thursday Studios.   These stu-
dios are an exciting series of presentations 
with authors, poets, visual artists, and musi-
cians who will share their creativity, talents 
and experiences. 

Join us as we welcome our first presenter, 
author Stevan Allred on October 17, 2013, 
at the Gresham Historical Society Museum, 
located at 410 N. Main Avenue, Historic 
Downtown Gresham.  The event starts at 
6:30pm with light refreshments provided 
by Central Market.  At 7:00pm, Stevan will 
present “An Evening with a Local Author.”

Hear Stevan read from his new book A 
Simplified Map of the Real World.  Death 
and high jinks, love and rage, the ordinary 
things going on in the imagined rural town 

of Renata, Oregon.  In these fifteen linked 
short stories, a man watches his neighbor’s 
big screen TV through binoculars.  An errant 
son paints himself silver for his art, despite 
his cattle rancher father’s disapproval.  Mys-
terious humming emanates from an enor-
mous barn.  Ghosts appear.  You might even 
recognize some of the names and places.  
Stevan will also read “The Idjit’s Guide to 
Intuitive Mastery of Newtonian Physics,” a 
story that take readers on a wild ride in a 
1960 Plymouth Valliant. 

Tickets at the Door: $ 18.00 per person  
Enjoy the series of 5 for $ 75.00.

Seniors $ 70.00
Space is limited, call for your tickets:
503 658-5646
ask for Cindy Passannante, Chair. 
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your community anD local marketplace

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE
 Shop Local Keep Our Community Strong!
YOUR COMMUNITY AND LOCAL MARKETPLACE
Thank your Local Business for advertising in the Sunrise Times and that you appreciate them doing business in our community.

thank your local business for advertising in the sunrise times and that you appreciate them doing business in our community.
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Your local, full-service
landscape and 
maintenance contractor.
  

Come see our new 
inventory of yard, garden 
and patio decor, and 
beautiful water features.

9965 SE Orient Dr., Boring, OR                    503.663.5483
www.CreativeVisionsLandscape.com           LCB#7322 - OR

and
Water Garden Center

Time to start...

Christmas 
Shopping !

Cable’s basic rate has continued 
to increase at a rate of 6% per 
year for the last 17 years.*

STOP PAYING 
MORE!

1999
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

per month  
with qualifying
phone service

  FREE From contracts FREE From rate hikes

*According to the 2013 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Report on Cable Industry Prices. Limited-time offer available 
only to new Frontier Internet customers, including current voice-only customers. Must subscribe to a qualifying package of Frontier 
residential local service with features, long distance and new qualifying High-Speed Internet service. Actual speeds may vary. 
Service subject to availability. Installation fee applies; discounted fee waived for self-install. Price guaranteed for 24 months. A $9.99 
broadband processing fee upon disconnection of service applies. Up to 12Mbps available in limited areas. Taxes, governmental 
and other Frontier-imposed surcharges apply. New Frontier customers are subject to credit approval. Frontier reserves the right to 
withdraw this promotional offer at any time. Other restrictions apply. ©2013 Frontier Communications Corporation.

Call 503.828.2009 today.

Switch to Frontier and save!
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Home Furnishings * Outdoor Pottery * Remarkable Gifts * Decorating Ideas

distinctly different

503-577-8242
Visit our website 
for store hours

www.terracasa.com

TERRA CASA
19995 SE Highway 212

Damascus

ALASKA
Cruises
ALASKA

C.P. Trips, Inc.C.P. Trips, Inc.C.P. Trips, Inc.C.P. Trips, Inc.C.P. Trips, Inc.
cptrips@aol.com

503-658-5646
Check out our website: www.cptrips.com

“Your Local Professional Travel Agent”
M A K I N G  Y O U R  D R E A M  V A C AT I O N S  C O M E  T R U E !

Corporate Travel  • Leisure Travel
• Classy Ladies Getaways

• Romantic Honeymoon Packages • Disney Vacation
• Cruises • & Much More!

Call Today for Great Rates!

Caribbean Cruises

Join us as we welcome our first presenter, author, Stevan 
Allred on October 17, 2013 at the Gresham 
Historical Society Museum. The events starts 
at 6:30pm with light refreshments provided 
by Central Market. At 7:00pm, Stevan Allred 
will present An Evening with a Local Author. 
Hear Stevan read from his new book A 
Simplified Map of the Real World. Death and 
high jinks, love and rage, the ordinary 
things going on in the imagined rural town 
of Renata, Oregon are not so simple. In 
these fifteen linked short stories, a man watches his neighbor’s 
big screen TV through binoculars. An errant son paints himself 
silver for his art despite his cattle rancher father’s disapproval. 
Mysterious humming emanates from an enormous barn. 
Ghosts appear. You might even recognize some names and 
places. Stevan will read “The Idjit’s Guide to Intuitive Mastery 
of Newtonian Physics,” a story that take readers on a wild ride 
in a 1960 Plymouth Valliant.

410 N. Main Avenue
Historic Downtown Gresham

The Arts Matter !

Third Thursday Studios
The Center for the Arts Foundation is proud and excited

to introduce

an exciting series of presentations with authors, poets, 
visual artists, and musicians who will share their creativity, 

talents and experiences.

Space is limited, call for your tickets:
503-658-5646

ask for Cindy Passannante, Chair. 

Tickets at the Door: $ 18.00 per person or Enjoy the series of 5 for $ 75.00 
Senior $ 70.00

Gresham Historical Society Museum


